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Introduction of special column “Case Report/Precision Medicine”
Pancreatic cancer patients have not benefited from the rising tide of improved overall cancer survival brought about by
precision medicine. However, a small subgroup of pancreatic cancer patients have exceptional outcomes. Rare tumor
mutations also define small subgroups of pancreatic cancer patients who may respond to the targeted therapies that match
to the rare mutations. Prospective clinical trials with a large sample size are unlikely be developed to investigate such small
subgroups of patients. This special column is thus established for sharing the knowledge on these small subgroups of patients
and for inspiring the development of new concepts and strategies of identifying the biological determinants that define these
small subgroups and subsequently tailoring their management.
Acknowledgments
Funding: None.
Footnote
Provenance and Peer Review: This article was commissioned by the editorial office, Annals of Pancreatic Cancer. The article did
not undergo external peer review.
Conflicts of Interest: Both authors have completed the ICMJE uniform disclosure form (available at http://dx.doi.org/10.21037/
apc-2020-01). LZ serves as an unpaid Editor-in-Chief of Annals of Pancreatic Cancer and reports grants from Merck, during
the conduct of the study; grants from iTeos, grants from Bristol-Meyer Squibb, grants from Merck, grants from Astrazeneca,
grants from Amgen, grants from NovaRock, grants from Inxmed, grants from Halozyme, personal fees from Biosion,
personal fees and other from Alphamab, personal fees from NovaRock, personal fees from Akrevia/Xilio, personal fees from
Datarevive, personal fees from QED, personal fees from Natera, personal fees and other from Mingruizhiyao, outside the
submitted work. XC serves as an unpaid section editor (Communication with International Societies) from Jun 2017 to Dec
2020. The authors have no other conflicts of interest to declare.
Ethical Statement: The authors are accountable for all aspects of the work in ensuring that questions related to the accuracy or
integrity of any part of the work are appropriately investigated and resolved.
Open Access Statement: This is an Open Access article distributed in accordance with the Creative Commons AttributionNonCommercial-NoDerivs 4.0 International License (CC BY-NC-ND 4.0), which permits the non-commercial replication and
distribution of the article with the strict proviso that no changes or edits are made and the original work is properly cited (including
links to both the formal publication through the relevant DOI and the license). See: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-ncnd/4.0/.

© Annals of Pancreatic Cancer. All rights reserved.

Ann Pancreat Cancer 2020;3:11 | http://dx.doi.org/10.21037/apc-2020-01

Page 2 of 2

Annals of Pancreatic Cancer, 2020

Xu Che, MD, PhD
Professor of Surgery, Oncology and Director of Hepato-pancreato-biliary Surgery,
Department of Abdominal Surgical Oncology, National Cancer Center/Cancer Hospital & Shenzhen Hospital,
Chinese Academy of Medical Sciences and Peking Union Medical College, Beijing, China.
(Email: dr.chex@hotmail.com)
Lei Zheng, MD, PhD
The Pancreatic Cancer Precision Medicine Center of Excellence Program,
Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine, Baltimore, Maryland, USA.
(Email: lzheng6@jhmi.edu)
Received: 09 June 2020; Accepted: 14 July 2020; Published: 25 August 2020.
doi: 10.21037/apc-2020-01
View this article at: http://dx.doi.org/10.21037/apc-2020-01

doi: 10.21037/apc-2020-01
Cite this article as: Che X, Zheng L. Introduction of special
column “Case Report/Precision Medicine”. Ann Pancreat
Cancer 2020;3:11.

© Annals of Pancreatic Cancer. All rights reserved.

Ann Pancreat Cancer 2020;3:11 | http://dx.doi.org/10.21037/apc-2020-01

